
COMMERCE LITTLE LEAGUE BASEBALL
PLAYING & SUPPLEMENTAL RULES

Minors A  DIVISION

Playing rules shall be the Little League Official Regulations and Playing Rules "Green Book" for

the current year, unless supplemented below.

GENERAL:

1. GAME:

a. The distance from the rear point of home plate to the front edge of the pitcher’s rubber

shall be forty (40) feet. Bases shall be set at sixty (60) feet.

b. For regular season games - a game shall consist of six (6) complete innings.

i. Please note the only exception: if the Home team is winning after the top of the

6th inning, the Away coach has the discretion to end the game.

ii. This rule is not in effect during playoff games.

iii. Games may only end in a tie if called for darkness, weather, or time limit

(Saturday).

2. PITCHING:

a. During the regular season and the playoffs pitching will alternate between coaches and

players.

i. Coaches will pitch the 1st, 3rd and 5th innings.

1. In coach pitch innings - The designated Coach shall pitch to the team

he/she represent. The adult will throw up to 5 pitches to a batter.

Umpires will call all pitches balls and strikes from behind the plate. If the

umpire calls the 5th pitch a strike the batter is out. If the 5th pitch is

swung at and missed the batter is out. If the 5th pitch is not hittable the

player will get additional pitches until it is deemed hittable by the umpire.

Three missed swings prior to or at the 5th pitch is a strike out. If the 5th

pitch results in a foul ball, foul balls on this and succeeding pitches do not

count and the batter continues to bat until he/she hits a ball into fair
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territory or incurs a third strike. Three strikes always results in an out so

long as the last strike does not occur as a foul ball.

2. The coach that has been designated to pitch MAY NOT provide coaching

or advice to batter while he/she is pitching.

ii. Players will pitch the 2nd, 4th, and 6th innings.

1. In player pitch innings - After a player pitches ball four to a batter, a

coach from the team currently at bat will come to the mound to pitch to

the batter and assume the current number of strikes on the batter. Batter

will continue hitting until putting the ball in play or striking out. This

person MAY NOT coach or otherwise assist payers. His/her function is

restricted to pitching the ball to the batter.

2. Any player on a regular season team may pitch. NOTE: There is no limit to

the number of pitchers a team may use in a game. Coaches are

encouraged to pitch as many players as possible during the season.

3. Players may only pitch ONE INNING in Minors A.  A pitcher is considered
to have thrown one inning after delivering one pitch to a live hitter for
the purpose of this rule.  Players may not return as a pitcher once
removed from the mound.

4. The manager must remove the pitcher when said pitcher reaches the
limit for his/her age group per Little League rules.

b. There are no walks on called balls.

c. If a player pitcher hits the batter with a pitched ball, the batter will advance to 1st base. If

a coach pitcher hits the batter with a pitched ball, he or she will continue to pitch.

VIOLATORS OF THE ABOVE PITCHING RULES ARE SUBJECT TO EJECTION FROM THE GAME.

3. PLAYING TIME:

a. During the regular season - Each player must play a minimum of four (4) defensive

innings. Two innings must be played in the infield. The infield is considered to be the

following positions: pitcher, catcher, 1st base, 2nd base, 3rd base and short stop. Players

must play one of the two required infield innings at a position other than catcher. The

defensive infield play must occur before the 6th inning.

b. During playoff games - Each player must play a minimum of three (3) defensive innings.

4. OUTFIELDERS:

a. All defensive teams will field four (4) outfielders when ten (10) offensive players are used.

Teams may use three (3) outfielders only if they have nine (9) players present for a game.

Outfielders must be positioned on the outfield grass before every at bat. The outfielders

may move onto the infield dirt after the ball is hit into play.

5. CATCHERS:
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a. Managers will assign an adult to be used as the backstop to retrieve passed balls

delivered from the pitcher to the catcher during an official at bat. This person is required

to wear a baseball glove. This person MAY NOT coach or otherwise assist payers. His/her

function is restricted to returning the ball to the pitcher or catcher to speed play.

VIOLATORS OF THIS RULE ARE SUBJECT TO EJECTION FROM THE GAME.

6. BUNTING:

a. Intentional bunting is prohibited while a coach is pitching. If a batter bunts while the

coach is pitching, the batter will be called “out” by the umpire. Batters may bunt

intentionally when players are pitching.

7. BASERUNNING:

a. There is no stealing or leading off. Base runners may not leave a base unless the ball is put

into play by the batter, and may continue to advance until a player on the infield playing

an infield position has control of the ball. One warning will be issued to each team after

the first violation of this rule. After that warning if an umpire deems a player has violated

this rule, a delayed dead ball situation shall be put into effect and the runner(s) violating

this rule will be called out if they have not already been put out during play.

8. MERCY RULE:

a. REGULAR SEASON - No more than five (5) runs may be scored by each team in any one

inning. As soon as the offensive team’s fifth run has crossed the plate in any inning, it is

assumed that there are three (3) outs for the team at bat. The manager of the team at bat

should take the initiative to send his team into the field as soon as the fifth run is scored.

b. PLAYOFFS - All Minors A games are complete if a team is winning by more than fifteen

runs after three innings (two and a half if the home team is ahead), more than ten runs

after four innings (three and a half if the home team is ahead), or by more than five runs

at any point after five innings (four and a half if the home team is ahead).

9. SAFETY:

a. A pitcher playing the position of pitcher during any coach pitch inning must not be any

closer to home plate than the 40’ pitching rubber and must be within 6 feet of either side

of the pitching rubber. This player must wear a helmet while playing the position of

pitcher during coach pitch innings.

b. On deck batting is prohibited. Starting after pre-game outfield batting practice, players

should not have a bat in their hands unless they are currently batting or returning to the

dugout after an at-bat.
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